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What’s All This Hubbub about Color? 
  Trinity Hamburg is one of the few churches that I have seen that is blessed to have such an array of  

  colorful paraments (altar frontals, pulpit and lectern cloths, chalice vestments—all the colorful decorations 

 that match and make our sanctuary so lovely. We notice that it changes from season to season, and sometimes 

 Sunday to Sunday, and back again. For this we our thankful to our Altar Guild, because all those color changes can 

get tiresome. So why do we do it and what does it mean? 

The Church Year officially begins at Advent, but for color seriously, you could say that our Church calendar begins in the 

middle of the year with Holy Week and Easter. The death and resurrection of our Lord are the most important aspects of 

our Christian faith. One cannot be separated from the other. We cannot look only at Jesus’ death without remembering 

his resurrection, and vice versa. Therefore, I am going to begin my discussion with red. Red represents suffering and it is 

used during holy week, and on feast of the Passion and also for the celebration of feast days for martyrs. 

Red is also used at other times and has another meaning (which I will get to), so some churches actually have a rusty-

red set of paraments and vestments reminiscent of blood for these special times. Good Friday in very High Anglican 

churches may still be celebrated in black, but since there is no Eucharist on Good Friday, only communion from the reserve, 

the priest usually wears a black cassock (representing our mortality) and no vestments. 

On Easter Sunday White is the color we see. Everything is white and bright and some churches even have gold vestments. 

The more glitter the better! It symbolizes the light of Christ, the beauty of heaven, the blast of the Resurrection, and 

Christ, once again, turning the world upside down! For the 50 days of Easter the color is white, this is the longest liturgi-

cal season and the most important for our hope as Christians. 

White represents purity and the resurrection itself; the light of Christ. That is why it is also used at Christ the King 

Sunday, baptisms, and funerals (which are meant to be celebrations of the Lord’s victory over death). 

The next color is red again, for Pentecost. Most churches only have one set of red vestments and these are a bright joyful 

red (red is red so it really doesn’t matter), but this red represents the Fire that came with the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, 

and because of its association with the Holy Spirit it is also used at confirmations and ordinations. Red means “Come, Holy 

Spirit, Come.” 

The Sundays following Pentecost, also known as Ordinary time, are green. Green symbolized growth and hope, and this is 

where we read those parts of Scripture that teach us how to be disciples of Christ, how to organize as a church, and 

what our duties are as Christians. 

Following Pentecost we switch to violet or blue for Advent. Both these colors where made with the most precious dyes in 

ancient times and they are a symbol of kingship. We are expecting the arrival of our King; A king that came, not to lord 

over us, but to live with us and suffer as we do. The color also is reminiscent of Lent, a season of penitence. Advent is a 

time of anticipation, a time to make ready for the birth of our King, and as such also a time to search our hearts. 

On the Third Sunday in Lent we light the rose colored candle, and some churches have rose colored paraments and vest-

ments. Are you beginning to get an idea of how hard the altar guild works? The rose is for “Stir up Sunday,” named after 

the Collect of the day. It is a day that we get to look forward to the joy of Christmas and lighten up a bit. It was also 

traditionally the day of “greening the church,” and putting up community and home decorations. Nowadays, one would think 

Stir up Sunday comes just after Halloween!! 

White is the color of light and joy as we welcome the Christ Child, but note this is also the shortest season of the church 

calendar. Childhood is a blessed time, always a short time, and this Holy Child had much to accomplish in his short life. 

The feast of the Epiphany is white, but following the revelation our Lord, we are back to green for the Sundays after 

Epiphany. It is a shorter season of growing in the knowledge of whom our Lord is and why he has come to live among us. 

Last, but not least is the Season of Lent. It is traditionally violet as a sign of kingship, but in recent years Anglican’s 

have adopted the use of “Lenten array” which can be anything from unbleached muslin to burlap, in natural or grey, some-

times with decorations of “rusty (so called Roman) red” and black. It is reminiscent of the Jewish custom of symbolizing 

penitence through the wearing of sackcloth and ashes. 

I hope this gives those not familiar with the liturgical year and colors an idea of what is going on, and for those that 

know, something to think about. This takes a lot of work from our Altar Guild members. Thank you. 

Shannon+ 



 We hope you are all enjoying the “dog days” of summer! While things usually slow down 

 in the summer at Trinity, this is not the case this year.  We are in the middle of the  

 “Fun with Friends” summer youth program that is a big hit with youth of all ages. Susan 

 and Cami are planning to elaborate on this program into the Fall for all school age youth.  

 Parents are encouraged to attend an upcoming meeting to discuss what needs they are 

 looking to meet for their youth at Trinity. 

Trinity’s 10th Annual Golf Tournament is happening September 10, 2022 at Eden Valley Golf 

Course.  This is our biggest fundraiser of the year.  There are many ways to contribute; sign up to 

golf, sponsor a hole, make a donation to the basket raffle (either a basket you have made or 

items/gift certificates that can be added to a basket we put together for you), if you are not a 

golfer, join us for dinner.  We want to see you on the links!! 

As we try to get back to as close to normal as possible with our in person church service, we are 

looking for anyone interested in helping with the service.  For example, altar guild, ushers, readers, 

and lay Eucharistic ministers.  If you are called to help with these ministries, there is a sign-up 

sheet in the parish hall (coffee room). 

We hope everyone is enjoying the new air conditioning in the sanctuary.  Come check it out!! 

Yours in faith, 

Cami & Maggie, Trinity Wardens 

Because we have not had any kind of fund raising event for our 

Families in Need Fund in quite some time, we find our fund dan-

gerously low. Many people are struggling to keep up with the 

ever rising cost of living increases, including some of our own 

parishioners. It you are able, you may simply put your check in 

envelope provided and drop it in the plate or mail it to the 

church if you have not been able to join us on a regular basis. 

 

Thank you and God bless you, 
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THANK YOU TO ALL OUR 

VOLUNTEERS!!  

WOO HOO, WE RAISED 

$1,800 FOR THE  

IN-HOUSE FOOD PANTRY 

AND THE PRODUCE PANTRY!!  

We couldn’t be happier  

or more proud of US!! 

The tradition continues! Feed More of WNY asked Trinity to deliver meals and we 

happily answered the call. We were assigned the month of June and volunteers 

quickly filled up the calendar giving just 1 hour of their time daily. Thank you to our 

wonderful Meals on Wheels volunteers: Marie Lavis, Maggie and Rob Campbell, Pat 

Ford, Wendy Ryan, Judy Johnson, Sandy Brzezinski, Wendy Benzin, Cheryl Triviz and 

Linda Campbell. Meals on Wheels makes a difference in so many lives. Over the 

years many have represented Trinity doing this wonderful community service. A 

special Thank You goes out to Sue Hannel and Woody Benzin who have a weekly/ 

yearly route. 

       OUTREACH FUND GRANT 

 

Wendy Ryan & Linda Campbell have worked 

tirelessly to submit an application to the Dio-

cese of WNY in hopes of being awarded up to 

$5,000 for our improvements to our food 

pantry which would include new shelving & a 

freezer. We’ll keep you posted! 

 

Many thanks to Jen and Mike Place for this "money tree" 

that was gifted to Garrison Embler as he was leaving for 

Camp Lejeune headed to Japan.  

He was both pleased and surprised that his Trinity Family 

remembered him. We will be sending another to his APO 

address in Japan. If you would like to contribute see Cheryl 

or Rev. Shannon.  

Food Pantry 
 

Wendy Ryan & Cheryl submitted an application for a 

Grant from Churches in Action.  

And guess what?? We were awarded $1,000.00!!  
 



  Cutie Alert! 
 

Cecilia Bohall is a 3rd grader at Charlotte Avenue Ele-

mentary is Hamburg, New York. She started dancing for 

Rince Na Tiarna when she was four years old. Cecilia has 

worked her way up from a beginner dancer to advanced 

beginner. Cecilia has placed 1st in all her dances this 

Spring and Summer at the Ohio Feis and the Rochester 

Feis,  earning her a spot in the Novice class. Cecilia 

knows how to dance the Jig, Reel, Slip Jig, Hop Jig. 

These dances are all completed in soft shoes called gil-

lies. Now that she will be a Novice dancer in the fall, she 

is so excited to wear the school dress and begin using hard shoes in order to learn 

the next dance, called the Treble Jig. Cecilia is always eager to put on a perfor-

mance for any spectator looking to watch. We are very eager to see what the 

2022-2023 year has in store for this little dancer!  

Labrynth  

    Walk  

Games 

Crafts 



Need help taking care of your fur babies? 

Pete’s Pet Food Pantry, named for its 

founder, Pete Dempesy-Sims, distributes pet 

food with no questions asked to those 18 

years of age and older. The day of distribution 

is the first Sunday of every month, from 3:00 

pm to 4:00 pm. No paperwork, identification, 

or proof of income is required. 96 Jewett Park-

way 

 

Pet Emergency Care 
 
 
 
 
 

The Niagara Frontier Veterinary Society’s 

Pet Emergency Fund was established in 1999 

to help people with financial needs afford pet 

care in emergency situations.  

 

For more information call Phone: (716) 

883-8544 or go to:  

http://www.petemergencyfund.org/ 

Girl Scouts in the HOUSE! – We are so happy to announce Trinity 

will be hosting a brand new Girl Scout Troop two Tuesdays a 

month beginning this fall. Troop #31000 is looking for girls enter-

ing kindergarten. If you know someone who may be interested, you 

can find more info on the bulletin board in the foyer. On our Face-

book page & website. You can also go to: GSWNY.org/JOIN   

 

Parents informational meeting on September 06, at 6:30 pm. 

Sun is shining…. Flowers are blooming….. BUT…. before you know it, it will be time 

to bundle up!! Hats, scarves, and mittens will be needed by so many who don’t 

have the means of getting themselves some. We have been knitting up a storm, 

but we need your help. Many places have last year’s styles on clearance so if you 

are out and about, please remember to pick some up. Thank you!! 



Upcoming 

Mark your calendars!! Undie Sunday will be here before you know it. The need is so great, and we have an  

opportunity to help. September 25th is the distribution date.  

If you are out shopping, please remember to pick up any type of under  

clothing or socks, your contribution will make a difference.  

There will be a basket in the parish hall where you can  

put your purchased items. Again, this year Trinity has been asked  

to host the distribution, our shelter is the perfect spot  

for everyone associated with Churches in Action to come together  

to sort and distribute. We make a difference in our community, and it feels so good!!! 

October 22, 5 pm —Octoberfest Beef on Weck 

November 12, 5 pm– Turkey Dinner & Game Nite 

December 11—Stir up Sunday Cookie Sale 

December 24 –Wassail 1/2 hour prior to service 

 

Chicken BBQ coming in October! 
More details soon.  


