
One Community—United in Jesus’ Name  

Trinity Trumpeter— December 2022 

  

Welcome to Holy Advent  
 

Things are moving fast and although Advent is a time for reflection, I know many of you will 
be  reflecting on all you need to get done before the start of the Christmas season. The  

children are busy creating a program for the family service, and Wassail  & carols will be  
combines so we can enjoy more of both.  

 
I am not exactly sure when I will be here next week as December 8th I am having the first of 

two knew replacement surgeries. I have heard so many conflicting reports and varying  
success rates, that I am thoroughly confused and don’t know when I will be back. I am  

hoping it won’t be too long, however, your wardens have made arrangements for supply 
clergy. With all that will be going on… it saddens me to miss any of the Holy Spirit. Old  

injuries have finally caught up with me and being able to walk without cringing is a good 
thing.  

I appreciate your prayers for a good outcome and speedy recovery.  Hoping to see you all as 
soon as possible! 

 

 

Love, Prayers and blessings,  

 

Shannon+  

Accept, O Lord, our thanks and praise for all that you have 

done for us.   

Christmas stockings will be available on Sunday, December 4th. If you do take one or more, please 
fill them with age/gender appropriate gifts and return them to Trinity on Sunday  

December 11th or 18th.  
 

On December 18th, they will be distributed to local families in need. This information is  
provided to us through local teachers & other school officials.  

 
 

Thank you!! 
If you have any questions, contact Marie Lavis @ 716-649-5512 or Rich Emerling @ 716-649-5015. 



December 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

9 am—11  

Boy Scout  

Advancement 

4 

9 am HE Rite II 

10 am coffee hr 

Choir Practice 

7 pm AA Meeting 

 

 

5 

10 am knitters 

6:30 pm Cub 

Scouts 

 

6 

10-2 Rev.  

Shannon’s office  

Hrs 

6:30 pm Girl 

Scouts 

7 

7 pm Boy Scouts 

7 pm Circle of  

Discussion 

8 

Rev. Shannon’s 

knee surgery 

8:30 pm 

AA Meeting 

9 

7 pm GriefShare  

10 

 

11  

8:30—11 am Stir-up 

Sunday 

9 am HE Rite II 

10 am coffee hr 

Choir Practice 

7 pm AA Meeting 

12 

10 am knitters 

6:30 pm Cub 

Scouts 

13 

 

14 

7 pm Boy Scouts 

7 pm Circle of  

Discussion 

15 

8:30 pm  

AA Meeting 

16 

7 pm GriefShare 

17 

 

18 Youth Ministry 

9 am HE Rite II 

10 am coffee hr 

Choir Practice 

7 pm AA Meeting 

19 

10 am knitters 

6:30 pm Cub 

Scouts 

20 

6:30 pm Girl 

Scouts 

21 

7 pm Boy Scouts 

7 pm Circle of  

Discussion 

22 

8:30 pm  

AA Meeting 

 

 

23 

 

24 Christmas Eve 

5 pm Family  

Service 

9:30 pm Carrols & 

warm wassail  

followed by Holy 

Eucharist 

25 Christmas 

9 am Holy Eucharist 

 

26 

10 am knitters 

6:30 pm Cub 

Scouts 

27 

10-2 Rev.  

Shannon’s office  

hrs 

 

28 

7 pm Circle of  

Discussion 

29 

10-2 Rev.  

Shannon’s office 

hrs 

30 

7 pm GriefShare 

31 

 

 

NEW YEAR’S EVE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HAPPY 2023!! 

      

Happy Birthday December BABIES 

 

David Banks     Garrison Embler  Thomas Hayes    

Renee Bugenhagen    Jack Ford   Marie Lavis 

Genevieve Ciminelli    Susan Hannel   Robert Matson 



Warden’s Corner 
 
    
 
   Advent is here and, as the song tells us “It’s the most wonderful time of   
   the year!” December brings happiness and joy as families come together,   
   hearts (and wallets) are opened, good fellowship and great food are 
   enjoyed, and we prepare for the celebration of the birth of our Lord Jesus. 
 
December also brings us to the end of our fiscal year. We are preparing the budget for 2023 and getting set 
for the Annual meeting in January.  If you haven’t already done so, please get your pledge card into Cheryl 
to assist us in this process. 
 
We are very excited to announce that we have our choir back, at least on a limited  
schedule! Sue Ciminelli has begun to whip those voices back into shape after a long hiatus so there will be 
singing for Christmas and Easter.   
 
At this time we also ask you to consider giving of your TIME and TALENTS by standing for a position on 
Vestry or as a Warden.  Forms will be available in the coffee room and I strongly encourage you to give this 
prayerful thought. 
 
Please join us in wishing our beloved Reverend Shannon speedy recovery as she  
undergoes knee replacement surgery early this month. All our prayers are with you  
Reverend Shannon. God bless you and have watch over your surgeon’s hands that you will have great re-
sults and be pain free. 
 
 
Cami and Maggie, Trinity Wardens 
 

Fall Youth Ministry Program 
 
 
Our summer program and Labyrinth event was highly successful and yes, fun! There was a lot of interest in continu-
ing a program for school-aged children in grades 1 and up.  We thought it would be easiest to do so by designating 
ONE Sunday a month for “Fall Fun with Friends” coinciding with the start of the regular church service time. This is 
the Third Sunday of each month. 
 

Sunday, December 18th 
Family Christmas eve service on Saturday, December 24th @ 5 pm. 

 
We begin at 9:00 a.m. in the undercroft with a snack and conversation. Our typical  
activities will include music & movement, team-oriented problem-solving games, and 
crafts that can be completed in our short lessons.  During the announcements part of the 
worship service, all students will come upstairs to participate in Holy Communion. This 
will help prepare the students for the tableau for Christmas eve. Of course, there is no 
cost for this program for families participating. 
 
Our fall theme is “understanding our worship practices” which includes what do we 
mean by “Holy”, what happens during Holy Communion, and our personal connections 
to God.  We hope to have students attend all of these dates.  Regular attendance on 
these Sundays will be necessary to prepare a Christmas eve tableau of the nativity  
scene.   

Logo Design by: Mike Place 



 

This month’s column is an example of a children’s talk I have done several times before the 

Christmas season. The title is “The Gift” and it has two parts. The typical children’s responses are in italic. 

In my hand I hold a decorated box for the children to see. 
This serves as a hint and a tool to focus their attention.  
 
“Does anyone know what holiday is coming up soon?” 
Christmas!  
 
“What happened that makes Christmas a day we cele-
brate?” Jesus was born.  
 
“And today we know who Jesus is – God’s son. But before 
Jesus was born, people were expecting a Savior to rescue 
them. There were people who believed that God would 
send a mighty King to save the people of Israel. People at 
that time were asking God for a Savior because they were 
feeling what? When you are asking for help, how might 
you feel?” Afraid, sad, worried.  
 
“The people of Israel were suffering because the rulers 
were unfair and dishonest. And yes they were afraid, sad 
and worried. So they prayed God would send a mighty 
King to save them from those who made them afraid. 
They wanted to be saved.”  
 
“When you imagine a hero like that, who do you think 
of?” Superman, Spiderman, or others.  
 
“I think of Mighty Mouse!” (hopefully there’s laughter) 
“Mighty Mouse was a cartoon mouse with big muscles 
who saved all the other mice from Oil Can Harry – the cat. 
Mighty Mouse would sing ‘Here I come to save the 
day!” (I have the students mimic the song.)  
 
“Like the cartoon, the people were hoping someone 
would come to save them from the  

awful problems they had. That is what God promised to 
do. But God had a bigger plan than that. Can you guess 
what he did?”  
 
“God was sending Himself to earth as Jesus to save eve-
ryone. But God was not just fixing the problems of the 
people at THAT time, but for every single person for ALL 
time including us. God’s solution was for those people 
AND for all the people who lived before and after them.” 
 
“He also did something the people didn’t expect AT ALL. 
What do you think that was?” (probably no one answers 
this… I have them thinking and wondering.) 
 
“When you think of a mighty King, a Savior, someone to 
rescue others, do you picture a baby?” A baby! No way!  
 
“Do you think the people were going to have a hard time 
understanding God’s plan? (heads nodding in agree-
ment.)  
 
But we now know, it does make sense. Babies remind us 
that love is the most important thing we have to elimi-
nate problems. Do you remember what Jesus said? – God 
has two commandments. “First, love God with all your 
heart, your mind, and soul. And the second is like the 
first, love your neighbors as yourself.”  
 
“God sent a baby because LOVE is what will rescue us for 
all time. God’s love for us is the Gift he sent all people. 
God so loved the world, he gave his only begotten Son. 
Who was this?” Baby Jesus. But this is only half of God’s 
plan.” Stay tuned for part 2 of The Gift when we learn the 
rest of God’s plan to save all of us forever. 

By Susan Ciminelli 



FOOD DRIVE 
 

 Boy Scout & Cub Scout Troops 
1910 have already been so  good to us 
during their short time here.  
 
 They held a food drive on behalf 
of our in-house food pantry and we are 
so grateful!   

Elves Do Exist! 
 

When the weather is threatening a record snowfall  
& you need to get moved,  
never fear “Trinity Movers” are here.  
 
Rich Emerling, Wendy Ryan, Linda & Chad Campbell got their trucks and van in gear and got the job al-
most done. A special shout out to Kelly LaVigne,Ryder and Taylan Baetzhold for finishing up the boxes  
after the driving ban was lifted.  
Linda Barber is now home sweet home in her new apartment!  

 
Our live-streaming via Zoom and access information is displayed on our  

website:  https://trinityhamburg.org 

What does Santa eat for breakfast?  
 Frosted Flakes. 
What do you call Santa’s most impolite reindeer? 
 Rude-olph. 
Where does Santa cash his checks?  
 At the snow bank. 
What's Santa's favorite type of music?  
 Wrap. 



To our Trinity Church Family  
(and anyone who wishes to come!) 

 
 Come and join our Circle of Discussion to see what 
fresh perspectives emerge from our reading and study of 
John’s Gospel. In this study by Anglican theologian N. T. 
Wright, “we discover the clues John gives that we might see 
even more clearly the reality of who Jesus is, the new crea-
tion He inaugurates, and the difference that all makes.” 
 

Wednesdays 7 pm—8:30 pm 
 

Study guides provided.  

Santa’s knitting elves were busy all year 
making sure hands, heads and necks are 
warm during this winter season! We have 
a great number of hats, all colors, shapes 
and sizes but we are in need of mittens of 
all sizes; men, women and children’s.  We 
will be collecting thru 12/11 when Rev 
Shannon will be blessing them before we 
distribute. Thank you for your help in  
giving warmth to those in need. 
 
Trinity Knitting Group     


