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Happy New Year! I know we are all hopeful for a year of blessings and joy, but as always there will be pain. 
I pray for those of you for whom Christmas was a wash out and the New Year has brought sorrow. Remem-
ber, as we slide into the Season after Epiphany, that our hope is always in the light of Christ. Jesus is there 
even in the darkest corners of our lives. When we cannot see his light or feel his presence that is when we 
must shout to him, if for no other reason than to remind ourselves of his constant presence. Bask in his 
light and love, and let the world unfold as he has willed. 
 
 I am so happy to be back in the office again, and so is one big fuzzy dog. We were both getting cabin 
fever! Coming outside and driving again is a little dreamlike. This reminds me, I want to thank everyone 
who was so thoughtful in bringing meals. It was a huge weight lifted during my recovery, but I am embar-
rassed to say that for the first week or so, I was so zapped by anesthesia (and other stuff they gave me to 
stop the screaming), I can’t clearly remember who brought what?! Just that there was so much for the two 
of us that we froze a lot and I haven’t had to cook at all. Bless you all and if I have a container you need back 
let me know what and who, and I will get it to you. 
 
 Thank you also for all the wonderful Get Well and Christmas cards. It was a joy to hear from so 
many of you whether by card or email or text or all of the above. Your payers meant so much and I truly be-
lieve that they helped the recovery process. At this writing, it will be four weeks tomorrow that I had this 
surgery, and I am already back at work, driving, and doing “amazingly well” on my physical therapy; many 
thanks to all for being such a great help.  
 
 There was something said I believe about having my other knee done in February. HO, HO, HO…not 
a chance! That was the first appointment I could get, until in December 2022 my insurance changed and so 
did my option to go to a surgery center. I decided NOT to jump back in again until the first knee is fully 
healed, so I will probably look to the Season after Pentecost. During the dog days of summer many will be 
away and I won’t have to worry about blizzards, snow removal, and the potential for the roof to cave in un-
der the weight of snow. 
 
 Stay warm, stay safe, let the church know if you need any assistance. I am back on Tuesdays and 

Thursdays and on call as needed. I look forward to seeing you in person again very soon. 

  
 

Blessings 

 

Shannon+  

 

As the dawn breaks on a new year, let us give thanks for all we hold dear: our 
health, our family and our friends. Let us release our grudges, our anger and our pains, for 

these are nothing but binding chains. Let us live each day in the most  
loving ways, the God-conscious way.  

Green represents nature, growth, rebirth, health, hope, and many positive things related to overall wellbeing.   



January 2023 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 New Year’s Day 

9 am HE Rite II 

10 am Coffee Hour 

7 pm AA Meeting 

 

2 
10 am Knitters 

6:30 pm Cub 

Scouts 

 

3 

10-2 Rev  

Shannon’s office 

hrs 

6:30 pm GS 

4 

7 pm Boy Scouts 

7 pm  Circle of 

Discussion  

5 

10-2 Rev  

Shannon’s office 

hrs 

8:30 pm AA  

6 Epiphany 

7 pm GriefShare 

7 

9 —11 am Boy 

Scout Advance-

ment 

8 

9 am HE Rite II 

Children’s Holiday 

Presentation 

10 am Coffee Hour 

7 pm AA Meeting 

 

 

9 

10 am Knitters 

6:30 pm Cub 

Scouts 

 

 

10 

10-2 Rev  

Shannon’s office 

hrs 

11 

7 pm Boy Scouts 

7 pm  Circle of 

Discussion  

12 

10-2 Rev  

Shannon’s office 

hrs 

8:30 pm AA  

Meeting 

13 

7 pm GriefShare 

14 

 

15 

9 am HE Rite II 

10 am Coffee Hour 

7 pm AA Meeting 

16 

10 am Knitters 

6:30 pm Cub 

Scouts 

17 

10-2 Rev  

Shannon’s office 

hrs 

6:30 pm GS 

18 

7 pm Boy Scouts 

7 pm  Circle of 

Discussion  

19 

10-2 Rev  

Shannon’s office 

hrs 

8:30 pm AA  

Meeting 

20 

7 pm GriefShare 

21 

8 am—2 pm  

Pinewood Derby  

22 

9 am HE Rite II 

10 am Coffee Hour 

10:30 am Vestry 

Meeting 

7 pm AA Meeting 

23 

10 am Knitters 

6:30 pm Cub 

Scouts 

24 

10-2 Rev  

Shannon’s office 

hrs 

25 

7 pm Boy Scouts 

7 pm  Circle of 

Discussion  

26 

10-2 Rev  

Shannon’s office 

hrs 

8:30 pm AA  

Meeting 

 

27 

7 pm GriefShare 

 

 

28 

29 

9 am HE Rite II 

Annual Meeting 

10 am Coffee Hour 

7 pm AA Meeting 

 

 

30 

10 am Knitters 

6:30 pm Cub 

Scouts 

31 

10-2 Rev  

Shannon’s office 

hrs 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

Happy Birthday ~ January Birthdays ~ Happy Birthday 

 

Julie Allen-Otis   Riley Embler   Charlotte Fuore   Lynn Gotsch 

Elizabeth Hayes   Judy Johnson   Judith Kremers     Patti Lukasiewicz 

Linda Pollinger   Cami Wittmeyer  David Wittmeyer 



Warden’s Corner 
 
    
 
   Happy Christmas to all!  We hope you all had a healthy holiday.  As we head into the   
   new year, your vestry is working on putting together a balanced budget.  Thank you to 
   all who sent in their pledge cards. Your support helps to pay salaries for key 
             employ ees, pay utility bills, and some of the maintenance for our beautiful campus.   
 
This budget and all church business will be presented at the annual meeting on January 29, 2023, follow-
ing the Sunday service.  This is your opportunity to find out what is happening at Trinity and to ask any 
questions you may have. Your vestry will be providing brunch for those in attendance. 
 
February 4, 2023 brings us to our winter Chicken BBQ.  Watch for the advance sale tickets in the mail.  We 
hold three fundraisers per year to help pay for maintenance projects and outreach mission.  Please do your 
best to sell your tickets or donate some time to support these efforts for our community. 
 
We pray you have a Very Happy New Year, 
 
Maggie & Cami, Trinity Wardens 
 

 Nominations for Trinity  

Hamburg Vestry 2023 
 

 
Your Wardens and Vestry have voted to reduce the size of Vestry 
from 9 members and 2 Wardens to 7 members and 2 Wardens be-
ginning in 2023.  
  
As a result there are two open positions available:  
 ~One Vestry Member to a 3 year term 
 ~One Warden to a 2 year term 
 
 
Nomination forms can be found on the table in the Parish Hall. 
Elections will be held at the annual meeting on January 29, 2023 



  by Susan Ciminelli 

    In the last issue, I shared part 
   one of the message I call “The 
   Gift”. What I want the children 
          to understand in part one, is that  
God’s  solution may not be what WE think we need. 
In Part 2, I begin by asking the children to  
recall our last discussion. 
 

“Long ago before Jesus was born, the people knew 
from Scripture that God would send a Messiah. The 
Messiah would save those who believed in God’s 
word. Do you remember who they thought the Messi-
ah would be?” (children are thinking)  
 
“Perhaps you remember this: The people in that time 
were suffering under some bad rulers. So the people 
of Israel were anxious for the Messiah to come and 
do what?” (To save them from the bad guys! ) 
 
“That’s right. They pictured a superhero who  
could defeat their enemies for them. The  
Scripture called the Messiah a mighty King who 
would free God’s people. But the people did not  
understand God’s plan. Who did God send  
instead?” (A baby! Baby Jesus.)  
 
“Do you think God’s plan was to have Baby Jesus  
fight a battle with the bad rulers?” (No! That’s  
silly – a baby can’t fight.)  
 
“Exactly! God sent a baby – God’s son because God’s 
plan was to save all people, not just those who lived 
in Judea at that time. God sent his son as a gift to eve-
ryone – for all people for all time, including you and 
me today.”  
 
“So Scripture tells us that God’s son was a gift for us. I 
have a box that’s been decorated. “(I bring it out so 
the children can see.)  
“Is this a gift?” (Some say yes.)  
 
“I bought this box at the store and I’ve had this  
fancy box for a long time. It is pretty, but it’s not  
a gift. Not yet. Why is it not a gift?” (Most will  
shrug their shoulders, but the answer I’m going  
for is “Because it has to be given away to someone 
else.”)  
 
 

“That’s right. A gift involves two actions. A gift is only 
a gift if it is offered to someone and then that person 
accepts it. If no one has received the box, then it is 
not a gift – it’s just a box.” (I ask two children to 
demonstrate giving and receiving.)  
 
“So Jesus came from heaven to us on earth as a baby. 
Jesus came to live with us and know us. But that’s on-
ly half of God’s plan. Jesus is God’s gift to us, not just 
the people who lived in Bethlehem back then, but to 
all of us now. What is it God wants us to do?“ (I hint 
at the answer by holding out the box toward one of 
the children.) (We are supposed to accept Jesus, to 
love Jesus like we would love our own baby.)  
 
“Let’s think about what this actually means. When a 
baby comes into a family, we have a new relation-
ship. In my family, I was the first baby. My parents 
took care of me every day. More importantly, we 
cared deeply about each other. What is that 
called?” (Love)  
 
“Yes, love is the glue that makes a good family. When 
my parents had another baby, now I became a…. 
(sister!) Are you a brother or a sister in your fami-
ly?” (a show of hands)  
 
“I accepted the new baby in our family. Not only that, 
but I was the big sister. What did that mean?” (You 
help take care of the baby. You love the baby too. The 
baby is now part of your life.)  
 
“This is why God sent His Son to us as a baby and not 
a warrior to save us in battle. God wanted us to know 
and love God’s Son and to accept Jesus in our hearts. 
God’s gift to us is Jesus, but we have to receive God’s 
gift by getting to know Jesus. God wants us to have a 
relationship – just like we accept a new baby into our 
family, God want us accept Jesus into our lives. It is 
accepting God’s gift and our Love for God and for 
each other that saves us.”  
 
There is a great song that reminds us of this:  
 Joy to the world! The Lord is come  
 Let earth receive her King  
 Let every heart prepare Him room  
 And heaven and nature sing,  
 And heaven and nature sing,  
 And heaven, and heaven, and nature sing!  



 
Our live-streaming via Zoom and access information is displayed on our  

website:  https://trinityhamburg.org 

To our Trinity Church Family  
(and anyone who wishes to come!) 

 
 
 Come and join our Circle of Discus-
sion to see w hat fresh perspectives 
emerge from our reading and study of 
John’s Gospel. In this study by Anglican  
theologian N. T. Wright, “we discover the 
clues John gives that we might see even 
more clearly the reality of who Jesus is, the 
new creation He inaugurates, and the  
difference that all makes.” 
 

Wednesdays 7 pm—8:30 pm 
 

Study guides provided.  

Trinity Episcopal Church Schedule of  Services 
The 1979 Book of Common Prayer provides services in both  

traditional and contemporary language Rites. 
 
 

Sundays 9:00am             Holy Eucharist - Rite II 
  This joyful, family-friendly service, set in contemporary  
  English, is typically accompanied by organ or piano. 
 
  10:00am Coffee & Conversation 
  Join us in the Parish Hall for refreshments and fellowship.   
 



We got our warm hats, scarves and mittens delivered just in time!! On 
Monday, December 19, Trinity Knitters bagged up and delivered to places 
that we are sure were able to help clients keep warm during the "Blizzard 
of 2022". We were able to get a good supply to the Hamburg Schools, 
Gerard Place and The Blue Bus operated by True Bethel Baptist Church. 
20 homemade fleece blankets were delivered to Buffalo school 59 to give to 
the Pre-K class of our dear friend Kelly, who's Mom attends St Mark's in 
Orchard Park. We look forward to another productive year so in 2023 we 
can help keep people warm.  

Trinity Knitting Group     
 
P.S ~ if you are out and about, we could always use #4 and/or #5 yarn & 
mittens! 

♪ Red, White & Bluegrass Gang ♪ 
 

December 13th was a wonderful evening of fellowship and music, led by The Red, White and Blue 
Band. Everyone's foot was tapping, and the Christmas Caroles were song by all!! I hope this be-
comes a tradition, it put everyone in the Christmas spirit!  

ANNUAL COOKIE SALE 
 
Thanks to Trinity’s bakers, 
helpers & shoppers! We 
were able to raise $950 for 
our food pantry!  


