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Well,  
 
 
Ash Wednesday  
 
 
has come and gone. Once again we offered “Ashes to Go” and the response from the 
community was awesome. We distributed ashes to 42 people and several of those promised they would be back & others 
gave us alms. I believe the alms were because they felt sorry for us standing out in the snow! Rich Emerling took the first 
hour, and as the temperature quickly dropped Maggie Campbell took the second hour waving a sign & helping to draw 
people in. There were so many expressions of thanksgiving for providing this service for workers, students, and folks who 
didn’t want to go out after dark. One thing is for sure; Ashes to Go=Snow!! 
 
Another exciting thing will soon begin here at Trinity. This last Vestry meeting William Fuore made an excellent presenta-
tion of the Eagle Scout project he wants to complete. He still has to present it to the committee that gives final approval, 
but we are very hopeful they will love the project as much as the Vestry does. William proposes to clear the trail behind 
the columbarium, map & survey the area, mark the trail & treat areas of flooding. But that isn’t all, he wants to make a 
useful camping space for the Scouts, as well as an interpretive trail marking all the trees & plants a meditative walk &  
prayer space for the church. It will be a lot of hard work, but it will impact the life of our community well into the future.  
 
William’s proposal complete with photos is on the bulletin board in the parish hall. Take a look and remember to keep 
William in your prayers as he begins the undertaking. 
 
While we are talking about the subject of Scouting; Scout Sunday was wonderful. We were 
told it was the best one they had in a long time, and it was certainly very special for us. 
Thanks to all who participated to make this a very enriching service. 
 
Lastly, the bulletin board is devoted to Lent Madness this season. Whether you play along, 

or just keep track of the winners, I want you to think of Leslie Kintner every time you 

pass that board. She loved Lent Madness and watched all the Monday Madness shenani-

gans on the blog. Remember her and send her a quick prayer every time you pass the 

board…..and maybe learn why she enjoyed it so much!!  

 

Blessings 

Shannon+  

 

 



Warden’s Corner 
 

 
   As we step into the season of thoughtful prayer and try to reset some of our less than stellar  
   habits, please consider what Trinity is to you, and how we all can help to share the feeling, that  
   is Trinity Hamburg.   
 
   If you have been attending regularly, you will have noticed our increased attendance on Sundays 
and activities galore to keep us all in fellowship with one another.  March 1, 2023 starts our Lenten soup and bread din-
ners each Wednesday evening during Lent. Saturday March 18th is the corned beef dinner.  The first session of our grief 
share program winds down and will prepare to start the next session after Easter.  Our monthly Family Sunday is a  
success and the choir is busy preparing for Easter. It has been wonderful having our Scout Troops utilizing our facilities 
and lending a helping hand.  Our in house food pantry is busier than ever with the cost of food and goods creeping up.   
 
When you enter our building, you can definitely feel the Holy Spirit at work!! 
 
Your vestry submitted the proposed budget for 2023 at the Annual meeting on January 29, 2023.  If you have had a 
chance to glance at it, you will see that it is not a balanced budget, as our expenses outweigh our proposed income.  Since 
then our boiler and sump pump have needed extensive repairs, putting us a bit further in the red than expected.  We 
know that with your prayers, support and efforts we will meet this shortfall.  We thank you all, for what you do to make 
Trinity Hamburg special. 
 

Cami & Maggie 

ANNUAL MEETING 

 
 
Our 130th annual meeting was held after  
services on January 29, 2023. 
 
There were copious amounts of topics on the 
agenda to discuss. But it was so wonderful to 
see so many of you in attendance &  
participating.  
 
We must say, it was a very pleasant meeting 
alive with smiles, laughter & wonderful food. 
 
It’s a true testament to how dedicated we all 
are to the vitality & longevity of Trinity 
Hamburg. 
 
 



  
	by	Susan	Ciminelli																								

	
In	the	last	issue,	I	shared	part	
one	of	the	message	I	call	“The	
Gift”.		What	I	want	the	children	

to	understand	in	part	one,	is	that	
God’s	solution	may	not	be	what	WE	think	we	
need.		In	Part	2,	I	begin	by	asking	the	children	to	
recall	our	last	discussion.	
	
“Long	ago	before	Jesus	was	born,	the	people	
knew	from	Scripture	that	God	would	send	a	
Messiah.	The	Messiah	would	save	those	who	
believed	in	God’s	word.		Do	you	remember	who	
they	thought	the	Messiah	would	be?”		(children	
are	thinking)	
	
“Perhaps	you	remember	this:		The	people	in	that	
time	were	suffering	under	some	bad	rulers.		So	
the	people	of	Israel	were	anxious	for	the	Messiah	
to	come	and	do	what?”		(To	save	them	from	the	
bad	guys!	)	
	
“That’s	right.		They	pictured	a	superhero	who	
could	defeat	their	enemies	for	them.		The	
Scripture	called	the	Messiah	a	mighty	King	who	
would	free	God’s	people.		But	the	people	did	not	
understand	God’s	plan.	Who	did	God	send	
instead?”		(A	baby!	Baby	Jesus.)			
	
“Do	you	think	God’s	plan	was	to	have	Baby	Jesus	
fight	a	battle	with	the	bad	rulers?”		(No!		That’s	
silly	–	a	baby	can’t	fight.)			
	
“Exactly!		God	sent	a	baby	–	God’s	son	because	
God’s	plan	was	to	save	all	people,	not	just	those	
who	lived	in	Judea	at	that	time.	God	sent	his	son	
as	a	gift	to	everyone	–	for	all	people	for	all	time,	
including	you	and	me	today.”	
	
“So	Scripture	tells	us	that	God’s	son	was	a	gift	for	
us.		I	have	a	box	that’s	been	decorated.	“(I	bring	it	
out	so	the	children	can	see.)				
“Is	this	a	gift?”		(Some	say	yes.)			
	
“I	bought	this	box	at	the	store	and	I’ve	had	this	
fancy	box	for	a	long	time.		It	is	pretty,	but	it’s	not	
a	gift.		Not	yet.		Why	is	it	not	a	gift?”		(Most	will	
shrug	their	shoulders,	but	the	answer	I’m	going	
for	is	“Because	it	has	to	be	given	away	to	someone	
else.”)			

“That’s	right.		A	gift	involves	two	actions.		A	gift	is	
only	a	gift	if	it	is	offered	to	someone	and	then	that	
person	accepts	it.		If	no	one	has	received	the	box,	
then	it	is	not	a	gift	–	it’s	just	a	box.”	(I	ask	two	
children	to	demonstrate	giving	and	receiving.)	
	
“So	Jesus	came	from	heaven	to	us	on	earth	as	a	
baby.		Jesus	came	to	live	with	us	and	know	us.		
But	that’s	only	half	of	God’s	plan.	Jesus	is	God’s	
gift	to	us,	not	just	the	people	who	lived	in	
Bethlehem	back	then,	but	to	all	of	us	now.		What	
is	it	God	wants	us	to	do?“	(I	hint	at	the	answer	by	
holding	out	the	box	toward	one	of	the	children.)		
(We	are	supposed	to	accept	Jesus,	to	love	Jesus	like	
we	would	love	our	own	baby.)	
	
“Let’s	think	about	what	this	actually	means.	
When	a	baby	comes	into	a	family,	we	have	a	new	
relationship.		In	my	family,	I	was	the	first	baby.		
My	parents	took	care	of	me	every	day.		More	
importantly,	we	cared	deeply	about	each	other.		
What	is	that	called?”		(Love)			
	
“Yes,	love	is	the	glue	that	makes	a	good	family.		
When	my	parents	had	another	baby,	now	I	
became	a….	(sister!)		Are	you	a	brother	or	a	sister	
in	your	family?”	(a	show	of	hands)	
	
“I	accepted	the	new	baby	in	our	family.	Not	only	
that,	but	I	was	the	big	sister.		What	did	that	
mean?”		(You	help	take	care	of	the	baby.		You	love	
the	baby	too.		The	baby	is	now	part	of	your	life.)	
	
“This	is	why	God	sent	His	Son	to	us	as	a	baby	and	
not	a	warrior	to	save	us	in	battle.		God	wanted	us	
to	know	and	love	God’s	Son	and	to	accept	Jesus	in	
our	hearts.			God’s	gift	to	us	is	Jesus,	but	we	have	
to	receive	God’s	gift	by	getting	to	know	Jesus.		
God	wants	us	to	have	a	relationship	–	just	like	we	
accept	a	new	baby	into	our	family,	God	want	us	
accept	Jesus	into	our	lives.	It	is	accepting	God’s	
gift	and	our	Love	for	God	and	for	each	other	
that	saves	us.”	
	
There	is	a	great	song	that	reminds	us	of	this:			

Joy	to	the	world!	The	Lord	is	come		
Let	earth	receive	her	King		
Let	every	heart	prepare	Him	room		
And	heaven	and	nature	sing,		
And	heaven	and	nature	sing,		
And	heaven,	and	heaven,	and	nature	sing!



 
Our live-streaming via Zoom and access information is displayed on our  

website:  https://trinityhamburg.org 

YOU get a blanket, YOU get a  
blanket, EVERYONE gets a blanket! 
 
 
Miss Kelly’s pre-k class at Buffalo Public School #59 
was full of smiles as they shopped for blankets our 
very own Trinity women made.  
 
 
While there was somewhat of a language barrier, the wonderful feeling of snuggling up in 

warm & comfy blanket is a universal sense of security and comfort.  
 
After the children choose their blankets, they gathered around & listened to stories being read by Sandy Brzezinski, 
MaryEllen Kline & Sally Foote. We then shared hot chocolate and great conversations!  
 
It was a perfect day &  
priceless day!  ~~~Linda Campbell 

 
As you all know, we held our annual winter chicken BBQ on February 04. 
This continues to be a success in raising money for our food pantry. With 
so many folks out of  town for the winter, we sold less tick-
ets than our fall BBQ but still made a net profit 
of  $2,557!  

MARCH 18  
St. Patrick’s Day Corned Beef  Dinner with all the trimmings &  
adult beverages from 4:30– 6 pm—Free will offering.  



As we observe this Holy Lenten season, Trinity Episcopal will again host our mid-week Wednesday evening homemade 
Soup, Bread, and time of Meditation beginning Wednesday, March 1st and ending on April 5, 2023. Soup and bread will 
be served at 6 pm.   
 
Following our Wednesday night time of fellowship and Lenten meal, we invite you to join us at 7 pm to view an episode 
of The Chosen, a contemporary film and biblical account of the life of Christ and His disciples. Watch the biblical 
world come alive through the eyes of a charismatic fisherman struggling with debt, a troubled woman wrestling with 
demons, and a gifted accountant ostracized from his family and people.   
 
Trinity Church Family:  For those who plan on providing soup or bread, please see the sign-up sheet in the 

Parish Hall.  

Update for GriefShare  
 
Rediscovering joy and finding our life's purpose after the loss of a loved one 
may seem like an impossible task, but GriefShare is a program designed to help  
grieving people through the grief process in order to heal and connect to the life 
God has for them. 
 
This was our church's first experience with GriefShare and we (I) honestly  
wondered how impactful the course would be, though it was tremendously  
helpful to me in recovering from grief. As an outreach, we've had tremendous 
response from people hurting in the community who are looking for comfort.  
And as a process of recovery, the scope of change and healing in those who at-
tended every class is nothing other than God inspired.  
 
What does the future of GriefShare look like for Trinity? Well, I receive phone 
calls every week. The first contact point is Cheryl, in the church office, who is so 
gifted in providing the caller with a caring heart and sympathetic ear. Then I  
provide some information about GriefShare and how it has benefitted me and 
others who have participated.  
 
We are always open to adding new people, new classes, and new co-facilitators 
to the program. What, you may ask, does a co-facilitator need to do? It's simple - 
you need to go through the GriefShare program and be a role model of hope for 
those who are experiencing the depths of pain that grief brings. You don't need 
to be a professional, you just need to have a big caring heart. Contact Sue  
Bradbury at susanbradbury1@yahoo.com or 716-313-0284 if GriefShare  
or facilitation interests you. 
 
God's will is for us to discover the blessings that come after the season of grief. 
Sue Bradbury 

Memorial flowers at Easter—After 40 days of Solemn Lent, we rejoice in the beauty that spring flowers bring to our 
Easter celebration. Memorials for loved ones may be made in any amount. Please use any envelope and kindly indicate 

the names of the deceased persons being honored or your offering of  
thanksgiving. 

 
Please submit names and offerings by Palm Sunday, April 02  



March 2023 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 

7 pm Boy Scouts 

6 pm  Soup & 

Bread 

7 pm The Chosen 

2 

10-2 Rev  

Shannon’s office 

hrs 

8:30 pm AA  

Meeting 

3  

7 pm GriefShare 

4  

9 —11 am Boy 

Scout Advance-

ment 

1 pm—5 pm 

Cub Scout  

Carnival 

5  

9 am HE Rite II 

10 am Coffee Hour 

7 pm AA Meeting 

 

 

6 

10 am Knitters 

6:30 pm Cub 

Scouts 

 

 

07 

10-2 Rev  

Shannon’s office 

hrs 

08 

7 pm Boy Scouts 

6 pm  Soup & 

Bread 

7 pm The Chosen 

09 

10-2 Rev  

Shannon’s office 

hrs 

8:30 pm AA  

Meeting 

10 

7 pm GriefShare 

11 

 

12 

9 am HE Rite II 

10 am Coffee Hour 

7 pm AA Meeting 

 

SPRING  

FORWARD 

13 

10 am Knitters 

6:30 pm Cub 

Scouts 

14  

10-2 Rev  

Shannon’s office 

hrs 

6:30 pm GS 

15 

7 pm Boy Scouts 

6 pm  Soup & 

Bread 

7 pm The Chosen 

16 

10-2 Rev  

Shannon’s office 

hrs 

8:30 pm AA  

Meeting 

17 

St. Patrick’s Day 

 

18 

4:30—6 pm 

Corned Beef 

Dinner 

19 Family Sunday 

 

9 am HE Rite II 

10 am Coffee Hour 

10:30 am Vestry 

Meeting 

7 pm AA Meeting 

20 

10 am Knitters 

6:30 pm Cub 

Scouts 

21 10-2 Rev  

Shannon’s office 

hrs 

 

22  

7 pm Boy Scouts 

6 pm  Soup & 

Bread 

7 pm The Chosen 

23 

10-2 Rev  

Shannon’s office 

hrs 

8:30 pm AA  

Meeting 

 

24 

 

 

25 

26 

9 am HE Rite II 

10 am Coffee Hour 

7 pm AA Meeting 

 

27 

10 am Knitters 

6:30 pm Cub 

Scouts 

28 

10-2 Rev  

Shannon’s office 

hrs 

 

29 

7 pm Boy Scouts 

6 pm  Soup & 

Bread 

7 pm The Chosen 

30 

10-2 Rev  

Shannon’s office 

hrs 

8:30 pm AA  

31  

 

 

Happy Birthday ~ March Birthdays ~ Happy Birthday 

 

Taylan Baetzhold Linda Banks Robert Bautz        Woody Benzin Pat Bulger Roseanne Flynn 

 

Adrienne Fuore Patrick Gervase Richard Minekime Robert Pollinger Cheryl Triviz   

 




